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To the Springfield community

Last weekend, Mr Paulse and I had the honour of attending a Principal’s conference hosted by
the Catholic Schools Office (CSO). The gathering included Principals from all the Catholic
schools in the Western Cape. Springfield is privileged to be included in a network of schools
that is rich with thought leadership and so generous in its desire to share, collaborate and
grow together. The diversity of the schools in the network allowed for engagement with
myriad contexts; spending time outside of your own context is invaluable in enhancing your
perspective and developing a world view that considers multiple stories.

At the conference, Bishop Sylvester David spoke about the value of a Catholic education. He
said that the value we offer is marked in things that are not easily measured. A Catholic
education is underpinned by an ethos that is fed by Gospel values. The work of the Catholic
Schools’ Congress of 2019 gives further definition and purpose to the work of a Catholic
school. Education is about the child and her journey to adulthood. All that we hold dear in this
process is highlighted in the commitment made in the first direction statement. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cRdzGRZZgZ6gLRqyhJPyKJZOpo7Qhd-R/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13pC4yyjLF2w4wNASAD0IPnvcYox2kNX-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Adb-tk08QMKbKqGv9VIrkvh7n6oZ8ONp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Adb-tk08QMKbKqGv9VIrkvh7n6oZ8ONp/view?usp=sharing
https://www.springfieldconvent.co.za/our-school/pta/the-shop-at-springfield/
https://www.springfieldconvent.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Term-dates-2022.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1moY1__3Oah1EXGIlJfaa0J81GgfJslUX/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home


It reads: “We commit to the holistic education of our pupils, grounded in the dignity of
each person as created in the image of God – an education towards a meaningful and
purposeful life, with a concern for justice and for the vulnerable, and where the integrity
of creation is recognized and respected.

Springfield is, at its core, a Catholic, Independent school for girls. While last weekend's
conference allowed time to reflect on our Catholic identity, next week, Mr Paulse and I
have the opportunity to engage with the network of independent schools when we attend
the SAHISA (Southern African Heads of Independent Schools Association) conference. 

The relaxing of many covid regulations is opening opportunities for in-person
engagement that we have been craving for some time. Our students are relishing these
times that allow them to enhance a range of skills and demonstrate their talents and
interests. I invite you to continue reading the attachments to this newsletter to hear the
news of all that is happening both on and off campus.

At the CSO conference, Fr Peter-John Pearson delivered an extraordinary keynote
address. An aspect of his address was the importance of perspective. He illustrated this
by sharing the words of Abraham Lincoln written in a letter to his son’s teacher. The
letter is a worthwhile read.

In the school teach him it is far honourable to fail than to cheat...
Teach him to have faith in his own ideas, even if everyone tells him they are wrong...

Teach him to be gentle with gentle people, and tough with the tough.
 

Try to give my son the strength not to follow the crowd when everyone is getting on the
bandwagon...

Teach him to listen to all men... but teach him also to filter all he hears on a screen of truth, and
take only the good that comes through.

Teach him if you can how to laugh when he is sad...
Teach him there is no shame in tears,

Teach him to scoff at cynics and to beware of too much sweetness...
Teach him to sell his brawn and brain to the highest bidders but never to put a price-tag on his

heart and soul.
 

Teach him to close his ears to a howling mob and to stand and fight if he thinks he's right.
Treat him gently, but do not cuddle him, because only the test of fire makes fine steel.

Let him have the courage to be impatient... let him have the patience to be brave.
Teach him always to have sublime faith in himself, because then he will have sublime faith in

mankind.
 

This is a big order, but see what you can do... He is such a fine fellow, my son!

PENNY MULLAN
Head of School



Listening to each other as communication is at the core of human relationships.
Showing those who cross our path that we care. 
Helping each other.
Encouraging everyone to be themselves.

 The Intertwining of Love and Respect
 

“Respect is one of the greatest expressions of love."
~ Miguel Angel Luiz 

It is our priority at Springfield to develop a Culture of Respect and Trust motivated by
Love. When teachers and pupils love and respect God and one another, learning is
enhanced. A positive school environment where we treat one another with respect,
courtesy and love is guaranteed to operate at high levels of happiness and productivity. 
We strive to do this by:

This week the theme of love filled the Junior School passages and classrooms. The school
was beautifully decorated, and our pupils and staff all dressed up looking splendid in their
shades of red and white. It was wonderful to observe the happiness and excitement
around our school.
In keeping with our focus on our school values, the concept of love tied in with our theme
of “Respect” at our assemblies this week.
We shared the very popular scripture reading of St Paul’s letter to the Corinthians,
chapter 13, which read as follows: (This text is often used at weddings and sometimes
funerals)

Message from the Junior 

School Principal
Brandon Paulse

St. Paul reminds us that love is patient, love is kind, love believes all things, hopes all
things, and endures all things, and makes it clear that love is not boastful, arrogant,
resentful, or rude. 
These reminders fit in so beautifully with the type of community we are striving to be at
Springfield. 

Love is patient;
Love is kind;
Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; 
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in
the truth. 
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.
Love never ends. 



A community where everyone feels loved and respected. This aligns with our five
Springfield values of Respect, Compassion, Integrity, Service and Responsibility. This
love is also rooted in our Dominican values and spirituality that has been around for more
than 800 years.

As we know it is always easy to talk about how we show love, but always more challenging
to action love in its purest form. This week the challenge to our pupils was to think how
they could show love and action love at Springfield and beyond. The challenge is also
extended to all of us as adults to see how we can do the same.

Our pupils were asked to put their own name into the place where the word love occurs.
Love in the text is seen as action words, and thus our pupils were encouraged to live love,
not just pay lip service to it. This text is often referred to as St Paul’s hymn to charity.

The ancient Greeks defined love by using four words Philia, Eros, Storge and Agape, I
would like to focus on “Agape” love. This is seen as self-giving love that gives without
demanding or expecting payment in return. It is a love that loves unconditionally , even
when rejected. 

We continue to aim to grow a culture where diversity is valued, where individuals feel that
their contributions are recognized and acknowledged, and where expectations regarding
behaviour are clearly articulated and modelled by us adults. We implore you for your
support in this arena to help us grow this culture of love and respect. In order to earn the
love and respect we need to remember to: 

 1.  Give Love and Respect to receive it.
 2. Love and Respect yourself first as they come first from
within.
 3.  Maintain your integrity. 
 4.  Keep your promises. 
 5.  Add value. 
 6.  Find people doing the right thing.
 
Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta reminds us that “not all of us can do great things, but we
can all do small things with great love.”

Just imagine if we all did the little things filled with love, we will be able to turn the
ordinary into extra-ordinary blessings.

Wishing you a happy and blessed week ahead, may it be filled with abundant love.

I will be attending the SAHISA Conference in Gqeberha with Ms. Mullan from Monday, 21
February until Friday, 25 February 2022. Please refer all school related matters to Mr. Meehan.

BRANDON PAULSE
Junior School Principal



Gillian Stubbs

RE Message

Dear Springfield Community

Two significant prayer experiences were hosted recently in the St Dominic’s Chapel. The
first one was held on Wednesday 9 February focusing on preparation for the Sacrament
of Confession. The Grade 3 parents whose children are preparing for the Sacrament of
Confession, immersed themselves into the prayer service and brought a tangible
expression to Pope Francis’s quote, “Confession is the sacrament of the tenderness of
God, his way of embracing us.” What a beautiful way to understand the sacredness and
essence of reconciliation and grace. Fr Manuel shared a meaningful message with us
about what it means to have the faith of a mustard seed. He gently challenged us to
acknowledge the scope of our possibilities despite the minuteness of it. 

The second prayer service was held this week for students discerning the Sacrament of
Confirmation together with their parents. Here Fr Ricardo Smuts delivered a homily,
filled with profound insights into our faith. He too challenged us to accept the phases of
our faith and the difficulties encountered along that journey of spiritual and religious
discernment.  

Find the rest of this RE insert along with full script of his homily here. 
Prayers for the Springfield Community
For our Dominican Sisters - we pray for grace and courage to walk through each day
For our Students - we pray for strength to embrace life with all its highs and lows. We
pray especially for their mental wellness.
For our Staff - we pray for their wellbeing and the ability to discern a learning
environment rich in experience and creativity
We pray for the sick in our community 
We keep Fr Manuel and Jackson in prayer as they continue to provide spiritual
nourishment for us on a daily basis
We pray for our past pupils, we stand on their shoulders and we are deeply grateful

We are the people of the Western Cape – a region that sits at the confluence of the
mighty Atlantic and Indian Oceans. We are a region of stark contrasts with an arid west
coast, lush east coast, spectacular mountain ranges, and vast Karoo area. We are a
cultural melting pot of European, Asian and Indigenous cultures. Catholic Education has
a strong presence in Cape Town. 

May we be conscious of the sacredness of this time and space. 

“God is not satisfied with appearance. God wants the garment of justice. 
God wants his people dressed in love.”

-- Oscar Romero

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n5HTZe_WXSuX18P8lMpLgt9CD04j21goMBf3XosWMj8/edit
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/Yi02_mYVXIeR4
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/Yi02_mYVXIeR4
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/Yi02_mYVXIeR4
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/author/8967-oscar-romero
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Save the Dates
Springfield will be hosting a blood donation clinic on Thursday, 17 March 2022. All
members of the Springfield community (friends, parents, siblings) who are 16
years of age or older and medically fit are welcome to donate.

This is our ‘burning bush’ moment of encounter. May we have the insight to remove our shoes
and acknowledge the holy ground upon which we stand. And may the Spirit pour out upon us
gifts of courage and wisdom so that we may heed this call to lead Springfield School towards
the future. 

~Dr Evona Rebello

For the rest of the RE message, please click here
 

With blessing
GILLIAN STUBBS

Music School Term 1 Quarterly concert: Wednesday 2 March 2022

Music School Term 1 Lunchtime concert: Wednesday 16 March 2022

https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
mailto:jnrpost@springfieldconvent.co.za
mailto:jnrpost@springfieldconvent.co.za
mailto:snrpost@springfieldconvent.co.za
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
mailto:admissions@springfieldconvent.co.za
https://sites.google.com/springfieldconvent.co.za/25-june-2021-newsletter-2021-s/home
http://www.springfieldconvent.co.za/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n5HTZe_WXSuX18P8lMpLgt9CD04j21goMBf3XosWMj8/edit

