
THE VERITAS

To the Springfield family
 

The Senior School pupils have emerged from the year-end examination period, and I hope that the change
of pace and the time given to reflecting on all that they have learned and achieved this year was good. 2021
has been another challenging year for everyone and we are all united in our hope that 2022 holds many of
the opportunities that we have all been longing for. 

 
While the Grade 10 and 11 students were writing their final week of examinations, the Grade 8s and 9s were
able to enjoy a week that included a campout, right here at school, as well as an introduction to project-
based learning. I am immensely grateful to the team of teachers who invested time, care, and creative
thought into preparing this meaningful week for those pupils. It has been especially difficult for these two
grades to settle into high school during these Covid times and I am pleased that we were able to grasp this
opportunity to give attention to enhancing their inter-personal skills.

 
Before we can reach into 2022, this year needs closure. To the students who leave Springfield, we bid you
and your families farewell and ask for God's richest blessings to guide you as you continue your journey. 

 
And to the staff who leave Springfield, I am grateful for your loyal service to our school, and we will
remember you for your excellent and meaningful contributions. 
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Mr Withers has filled in for two terms teaching Economics and EMS. Thank you for slotting into our
school with such ease. Mrs Gammon filled in while Mrs Ballantyne was away however, we don’t need to
say goodbye to her just yet because she will be helping for one more term in the new year. Mrs Lewis, our
Senior School receptionist, leaves us to take up a position at Bishops. Her quiet, calm care for all has been
valued. Mr Marx’s family commitments require that he relocates to the Free State, and we wish him
everything of the best with this move. Mrs Katito’s presence in the Counselling department will be sorely
missed. Thank you for providing a safe, welcoming, and nurturing space for many. We also say farewell to
Miss Godlonton and wish her well for all that lies ahead for her. Many have been privileged to be taught
Maths by Miss Godlonton, and her unique brand of Maths teaching will be missed. Mrs Britz will be
relocating to Zimbabwe to be closer to her family and she will leave an indelible mark on our Art
department. After sixteen years at Springfield, Mr Mathews has elected to take early retirement from our
facilities team. I am grateful to him for his years of service to our school and wish him a well-deserved
rest. Ms Visser has served Springfield and the History department for twenty-five years. Her love of this
school, her subject and the students in her classes have made Springfield her second home. Ms Visser is a
teacher through and through and I know that she will continue to be of service to education.

This year also sees the retirement of our Junior School Principal, Miss Dunn. Miss Dunn would have been
principal to many of the Senior School students during their Junior School years and they would have felt
her love for each of them. In the short time that we have worked together, I have often heard Miss Dunn
say the phrase “happy children make for a happy school” and she is so right. To Miss Dunn, and all who
leave our staff this year, go well and thank you for all that you have meant to Springfield and for all that
Springfield has meant to you.

Our school is fully staffed for the new school year, and I shall introduce all new members of staff in the
first newsletter of 2022.

To each person in the Springfield family, I thank you for every measure of support, kindness, and
criticism that you have given to our school this year. It is an honour to be a part of this family and I am
grateful that we were able to do 2021 together. 

A wonderful summer holiday lies ahead, and I hope that it is a time to reconnect and to revitalize. And in
this holy and blessed season of Advent, I wish you and your families hope, love, joy, peace, and the
warmth of Jesus in your hearts and in your homes. Have a wonderful Christmas and I look forward to
seeing you in the new year. 

PENNY MULLAN 
Head of School 



 I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a happy, safe and joy-filled holiday. May 2022 be all that you wish it
to be. I will keep you all in my prayers.

God bless.

ALISON DUNN 
Principal: Junior School

Message from the Junior 

School Principal

Alison Dunn

 To all in my Springfield family

I left the recording of this message until the last minute, which proved to be a wrong move as I
have succumbed to some bad flu symptoms and am waiting for the results of a covid test!
Nevertheless, my message was recorded, and I apologise for the croaky voice, the few mistakes
and the very hoarse singing at the end!

 Please know the sentiment of my spirit is in the words, and you will also be able to read a copy of
this when the school magazine comes out at the beginning of next year.

https://youtu.be/FFan4zeMTq4
https://youtu.be/FFan4zeMTq4
https://youtu.be/FFan4zeMTq4


The 2nd Sunday of Advent

Dear Springfield Community
Springfield has three distinct houses, namely Thomas House, after St
Thomas Aquinas, Dominic, after St Dominic and Maccy, named after
the Immaculate Conception. Today, the 8 December, we celebrate the
feast day of the Immaculate Conception. We believe that from the
moment of her existence in her mother Anne’s womb, Mary was free
from sin. She was ‘immaculate’.  
Below find the themes of the Advent Season. Find time to contemplate
and celebrate the meaning of this period of waiting. 



The 4th Sunday of Advent

The3rd Sunday of Advent



Advent Reflection

In one sense we are always traveling, and traveling as if we did not know
where we are going.

In another sense we have already arrived.
We cannot arrive at the perfect possession of God in this life, and that is why

we are traveling and we travel in darkness. But we already possess God by
grace, and therefore, in that sense, we have arrived and are dwelling in the

light.
But oh! How far have I to go to find You in Whom I have already arrived!

- Thomas Merton, "Dialogues with Silence"

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-
index/gods-love#Advent%20Reflection

 
https://inspiredtogive.org/amazing-peace-a-christmas-poem/

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnCeEU3UMic

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5mdybeyLVc



Senior School Carol ServiceJunior School Carol Service

https://youtu.be/WDxJhnSOpcY
https://youtu.be/SItlCEGjIGo
https://youtu.be/SItlCEGjIGo
https://youtu.be/WDxJhnSOpcY

