
THE VERITAS

Dear Springfield Community

Parenting is without doubt the toughest task that any person has undertaken. The role comes with little to
no training, and immense responsibility. It is generally accepted that along with feeding, cleaning, general
care and lots of love, a parent must teach a child to be kind, always to tell the truth, to try their best and how
to behave in a socially acceptable way. 

Recently, there have been racist incidents in the pre-school. In one instance a white 5-year-old child told a
black 5-year-old child that she would not invite brown people to her birthday party. A similar incident
occurred in the Nursery class. 

The lives of these black children have been changed forever. Those who said those words did not understand
the implications of their words, but the effect will be long-lasting, possibly life-long. At the tender ages of 4
and 5 years old, these children have been deeply hurt and they have found themselves questioning their
identities.

Teaching a child to be anti-racist is another essential aspect of parenting. This is happening in few homes,
but it must happen in all homes and with urgency.
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Message from the Junior 

School Principal
Alison Dunn

It is not enough to not be racist, we must all be anti-racist. To be anti-racist requires that we stand up and
speak out whenever we become aware of any act of racism or prejudice. All parents in our community
should be speaking to their children about the power and impact of words that hurt others. Exclusion based
on race, racism or any other form of unfair discrimination cannot be tolerated at Springfield or within the
Springfield community. This will not be a once-off conversation but needs to be an ongoing conversation
in every home.

To have these conversations, many parents will first need to spend time learning about race and how to talk
about it. There are countless resources on the internet as well as videos on YouTube, for both parents and
children, that will support this learning. Read books to your children that celebrate diversity. These will
provide wonderful opportunities for discussions and learning.

Television producer, Bob Keeshan, defines parenting best when he says:
“Parents are the ultimate role models for children. Every word, movement and action has an effect. No other
person or outside force has a greater influence on a child than the parent.”

Be the person that you want your child to be.

PENNY MULLAN
Head of School

 

Social Dialogue for a New Culture
 

“If we want to encounter and help one another, we have to dialogue” - Pope Francis 
 

Those of us who have been fortunate enough to attend Sunday Mass during these covid times, will know that the article
on the front of the Catholic Link last weekend was on Social Dialogue.  Pope Francis, in Chapter Six of his encyclical
Fratelli Tutti, says the following regarding dialogue and friendship in society:

Approaching, speaking, listening, looking at, coming to know and understand one another, and to find common ground: all these
things are summed up in the one word “dialogue”. If we want to encounter and help one another, we have to dialogue. There is
no need for me to stress the benefits of dialogue. I have only to think of what our world would be like without the patient dialogue
of the many generous persons who keep families and communities together. Unlike disagreement and conflict, persistent and
courageous dialogue does not make headlines, but quietly helps the world to live much better than we imagine (paragraph 198).

When reading this article on Sunday, I immediately began to think about our young girls growing up in the world of social
media today, where, if we are not careful, dialogue ends up being a ‘chat’ on WhatsApp or Instagram.  This took me to
looking up the encyclical on the Internet, and I found that Pope Francis had thought along the same lines as I had. He goes
on to say:

Dialogue is often confused with something quite different: the feverish exchange of opinions on social networks, frequently based
on media information that is not always reliable. These exchanges are merely parallel monologues. They may attract some
attention by their sharp and aggressive tone. But monologues engage no one, and their content is frequently self-serving and
contradictory (paragraph 200).

Many of you are aware of my constant battle with the attachment our girls have at such a young age to their cell phones. I
cannot stress enough my fear that our girls will grow up only knowing how to conduct “parallel monologues” instead of
being able to have healthy dialogues with others. 

I believe it is what we teach our children in their Junior School years about true conversations and dialogue that will be of
lasting benefit to them. And, in my mind, the essential part of that teaching comes from parents who, firstly, have the
opportunity around dinner tables to have such conversations with their children, and, secondly, have (or should have)
complete control over their daughter’s cell phone use during those years.



 

 

 

Recently I had the misfortune to be shown a “dialogue” between two of our pupils on WhatsApp. I was
horrified at how they ‘spoke’ to each other. My question to parents, therefore, is: Have you checked
your daughter’s conversations on WhatsApp and Instagram recently?

I know I didn’t grow up with a cellphone. I know I am not a parent of a teenager, And I know I speak
from an elevated position of not having to deal with teenage children at home every day. Nevertheless,
I urge parents to be very careful of the parallel monologues that could be happening in your children’s
lives every day, and I encourage you to engage in dialogues with your children as often as possible.

We have reached paragraph four of the school’s Transformation Statement at our Monday
Assemblies. The conversations this week are around critical words in that paragraph: responding
with openness, compassion and firmness of intent as we move forward together.

Pope Francis ends his encyclical with this beautiful prayer:

A Prayer to the Creator
Lord, Father of our human family,

you created all human beings equal in dignity:
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit

and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter,
dialogue, justice and peace.

Move us to create healthier societies
and a more dignified world,

a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war.
May our hearts be open

to all the peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognize the goodness and beauty

that you have sown in each of us,
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects,

and shared dreams. Amen.
 

Please click on the link below to register for the parent webinar on Cyber Security being organised
for Monday 20 September.

ALISON DUNN 
Principal: Junior School
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www.springfieldconvent.co.za
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