
To report your daughter absent or late, please use the D6 Connect app also known as D6+
This is the link to the absentee form:  https://forms.gle/aCEyG6kyZCoLbnqj9
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Here you can find more information about all the News & Events that are happening at Springfield
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER: Mr Richardson talks this week on the challenges of
alcohol in the lives of our teenagers growing up in today’s society. How do parents give
opportunities to learn but at the same time provide safety nets for the inevitable mistakes?

WEEKLY INSPIRATION: The Game of Powerlessness ...

Lovelyn Nwadeyi is coming to speak to Springfield parents in the Centenary Hall. See the
invitation and her short biography and listen to her explosive speech she gave to the
Stellenbosch Convocation three years ago.

THE WEEK THAT WAS: Exams have started

GENERAL SCHOOL NOTICES: Driving etiquette in the car park and along with pick up times
during exams.

WEEK AHEAD: Celebrating Africa Day.
 

For exciting daily updates on school activities please follow us on 

https://www.facebook.com/springfieldconvent
https://www.instagram.com/springfieldconvent/
https://www.springfieldconvent.co.za/


Message from the Headmaster
There is a story of a walker rambling through a wood and alongside the path seeing a butterfly struggling to
get out of a tiny hole in its cocoon. In sympathy, the walker cuts some of the strands to assist the butterfly in
its struggle – and by doing this, she ensures its death. The struggle is important for the butterfly
as this ensures that fluid is released from its body onto its wings enabling it to fly once it emerges.
 
In our endeavor to protect our children, we also fall into the trap of not allowing them to struggle out of their
own personal cocoons – at home and at school. Thus it is important in these two areas that we supply both
opportunities and safety nets to our children. In that way we hope that we can ensure a gentler entry into
the ‘Real World’. A school is not the real world. It is an artificial but protective and supportive cocoon where
our children are able to confront challenges commensurate to their individual ages. One of these challenges
is handling failure and disappointment – vital skills in future adulthood. Another is learning that every action
has a consequence.
 
However, it is the intrusion of this ‘Real World’ into the lives of our children where the true tragedies result.
One example is the internet whose encroachment into our lives comes via the cell phone - a ‘toxic tool’
which is how one parent referred to it in my office this week.
 
Another intrusion, the point of my article this week, is abuse of alcohol by teenagers. It is one area where
parents have to keep their fingers on the pulse. Bad choices by your daughters - a few seconds of madness
- can lead to injury, abuse, a pregnancy. Parents have to support one another if they are to ensure that their
children emerge from their cocoons well advised, carefully nurtured and properly mentored for the
challenges ahead. Exposure too early to society’s ills have immediate ramifications, some of which are
sadly life changing. Other ramifications are equally insidious but emerge years later in adulthood, ruining
marriages and relationships.
 
Parents are sometimes reluctant to act, believing – falsely - that they will be out of step with what is
happening in other families. Advice I always give to parents when they are told that ‘Everybody is going to
the party’ or ‘Everybody’s parents allow them to drink a few glasses’ is simply to refer them to me. I am a
hundred percent sure that there is no-one called ‘Everybody’ on the school roll – but your daughters are
welcome to come to my office and check. Failure to find that name, gives parents the go-ahead to make
their own decisions regarding their daughter’s welfare. After all, their job description is simple: To deliver
happy, confident and self-assured young ladies safely into that ‘Real World’.
 
And alcohol is a huge threat to that aspiration.
 
So if your aim in raising your daughter is the same as ours, please support our Counselling Department and
read our Alcohol Contract          . The trouble with the alternative is that we realise the consequences too
late.
 
I wonder whether Albert Einstein had teenagers abusing alcohol in mind when he opined:  ‘The world is a
dangerous place to live; not because of the people who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do
anything about it.’
 
We are doing something about it at Springfield and would love all parents from Grade 7 upwards to support
us.
Keith Richardson

Learning to Fly

here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eNkumfI51Y7vbHNmCEHhucVMu6NW99CU/preview


Weekly Inspiration
 
 
As the final episode of the television series ‘Game of Thrones’ (hereafter GoT) airs this weekend, it is
worth reflecting on why it has become such a success. Despite (or perhaps because of) its frequent and
graphic depiction of violence and sex – including rape, incest and torture – this series has transcended
the normal niche audience of fantasy and horror fans and become a global phenomenon. What are we to
make of it? Can Christians even draw lessons from it?
 
Though there may be some truth in the claim, I think it’s too simple to reduce GoT’s popularity to what is
euphemistically called its ‘adult content’. Indeed, while graphic, it has never quite crossed the line into
pornography or what are called violent ‘exploitation’ flicks. Its appeal, I would suggest, lies elsewhere.
 
That appeal is to a sense of powerlessness most people feel in today’s world. Even in democracies most
people feel that they have no sense of control over their lives: politicians and big business call the shots,
do as they like, getting rich and occasionally passing on the ‘crumbs’ from the table to us. Such
powerlessness turns outwardly into protest and, at elections, into being seduced by populist politicians
who promise renewed power to ‘the people’.
 
They don’t really deliver either. People replace one section of the elite with a new elite who carry on their
games of acquisition.
 
GoT gives us an insight into elite games of power, games in which common people are mere pawns to be
sacrificed: massacred by soldiers, eaten or burned alive by dragons. Yet despite that we can identify with
the central characters, who vary from the deeply flawed heroes with homicidal streaks, through the
insightful but indecisive, to utter monsters. Significantly, perhaps, few of the characters are wholly evil, but
seemed doomed by their moral flaws.
 
It is a pessimistic vision for a pessimistic age, and because of that it resonates with millions of us.
 
From a Christian perspective, GoT offers us a few valuable insights. Because over the eight seasons we
have seen characters shift – from good to evil, from evil to good – we should be reminded of the
fundamental lessons of virtue ethics: you are what you do, your choices matter because they make you
what you become. Self-knowledge is essential, even if we literally learn by our failures. Prayerful
reflection on our choices and their consequences, and then acting on them, help us to grow.
 
If we don’t, we simply wallow in our powerlessness. We become pawns. Or – in GoT terms – we become
dragon-fodder.
 
Christians who watch GoT – and there are many of us – should try to see beyond the sense of
powerlessness in our world (and the world of Westeros) and reflect on how we can shift our behaviour in
such a way that we regain a sense of moral agency. Our world is not doomed to be the world of Game of
Thrones. 
 
Follow The Jesuit Institute on Twitter @JesuitInstitute

The Game of Powerlessness
by Anthony Egan SJ



Listen to this week's Sunday Scripture Reflection by clicking 
Winter Living Theology 2019
 
How to Live a Happy Life. The Spirituality and Psychology of Well-being
presented by Fr David Marcotte SJ.
 
Fr Marcotte is a clinical psychologist and his interests focus on the psychology of well-being. He
developed a system of therapy that helps individuals of all faiths explore their own personal spiritual path
and to use this path to help them to cope with adversity and to change habitual behaviours that cause
harm to self or others. 
 
The Winter Living Theology aims to give tools to assist with stress, burnout, compassion fatigue,
depression, anxiety, etc – all the conditions of modern living. The 3 days will include practical skills
training. This series will promote spirituality as a strong resource for coping with life's troubles.

For Africa Day on Friday:  Stellenbosch University Choir singing African Prayer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPhMkrvmK88&list=RDyPhMkrvmK88&start_radio=1  
Prayer:

http://www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/index.php/2019/05/17/listen-reflection-for-the-5th-sunday-of-easter-year-c/


Lovelyn C. Nwadeyi 
Lovelyn Nwadeyi is a vibrant young woman who has become an established socio-economic and political
voice in South Africa and is particularly outspoken regarding matters of social justice. She was listed
among the Mzansi 100 Influencers in 2017 and named by lauded Elle Magazine as one of the foremost
Women to Watch in 2016. She is also an alumnus of the prestigious USA State Department International
Visitors Leadership Programme (IVLP) for premier emerging foreign leaders.
 
She has been involved in multiple roles related to student and worker activism during the first wave (2015)
of the movements of #FeesMustFall and #EndOutsourcing in South Africa. Lovelyn has worked as a
volunteer in diverse capacities and most of this entailed engaging with young people for leadership
development, public speaking and debating skills training.
 
Complementing her professional efforts, Lovelyn is guided by a strong sense of social justice especially as
it pertains to the realms of business, religion, and education. She is often afforded international and local
platforms on which to engage about such issues.
 
Lovelyn regularly speaks on matters related to education, socio-economic justice, and gender justice.
 
Lovelyn Nwadeyi is the Founder and Director of L&N Advisors, a consulting practice whose sole purpose is
to see social justice normalised and embedded in both businesses, academic and religious spaces.

Between what she is paid to do and what she does pro-bono, Lovelyn loves to read stories, tell stories,
enjoy good food and make music.
 
*  The You-Tube excerpt below on her giving a speech at Stellenbosch Convocation. 
 23 minutes of riveting speechmaking. Well worth watching)
 
https://www.tyi.co.za/our-people/influencers/mzansis-100-of-2017-influencer-lovelyn-nwadeyi-
1075805910758059

https://forms.gle/uNJcmFNYmcP5QxtY7

















