
 
 

For more information, please click on the headings below: 

● MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER  …  Asking the right questions ... 
● WEEKLY INSPIRATION  …  
● THE WEEK THAT WAS …  Events of the past week... 
● THE WEEK AHEAD  ….Events to diarise...  

 
 
 
 
 

D6 Connect alert: The D6 Connect can now be used to report your daughter absent.  
Click on Resources - Absentee report, upload evidence of absence (Medical Certificate). 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zBnSnqozKJnnw1IakwlMXZpRRY8fcoWW/preview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nzz9xMht14jbDHZrn4aGQL73IJmQ10ml/preview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yAvqoh52sI4rtYQ8gvkDg3esFHEvieCf/preview
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  HEADMASTERS MESSAGE      
Asking Tough Questions
 
At the Senior School at the moment we are in the throes of working out how to fit 214 applications for
2020 (excluding Junior School applicants) into the 45 available Grade Eight places. Inevitably, this was
never going to be an easy process. At a meeting of Grade 7’s and their parents during the first term, I
asked parents to do their homework by researching and evaluating the various (very good) high
schools in the Southern Suburbs. I recommended that they attend the Open Days of the various
schools and go to these Interviews armed with probing and revealing questions.
 
I recommended that the following questions would be a good starting point to ask, not only of the
schools themselves, but other parents, past pupils and current girls:
 
*  How do Springfield’s pupils treat one another?
*  Do the teachers model the values of the school?
*  How does the school handle mistakes?
*  Will my daughter be known and will she be loved?
*  What is the involvement in the pupils in extra-mural activities, both sporting and cultural?
*  How innovative are the teachers in the classroom?
 
Of course, there are many other questions to ask, but these are the searching ones.
 
In South Africa at the moment, we really need to delve into that first question more deeply. If we are to
treat people with respect, then it is beholden on us as adults (i.e. teachers and parents) to guide our
children to see issues from other perspectives. Our children need to understand why some people act,
re-act, speak and behave the way they do in the stressful situations which life throws at us. Once they
develop this empathy, our girls will have the skills to broaden their thinking; to see the world through the
eyes of others; to navigate the whirlpools of future relationships and careers.
 
If our pupils listen to the thoughts, experiences and beliefs of their fellow South Africans and genuinely
understand that words and actions are driven by personal challenges, setbacks and experiences,  then
the young ladies of Springfield will have learnt to look at the world with a greater understanding of
different perspectives. This ‘veritas' will indubitably ensure empathy.  It is this empathy which makes us
more caring, more kind and more accepting human beings.
 
That is another question that could be asked by prospective parents: 'How does the school live up to its
motto?’ It is impressive that a number of parents DID ask this question at the Interviews.
 
In fact, as we as a country enter the final few weeks before the Election, I would like to ask that
question of our politicians as well.
 
Keith Richardson



WEEKLY INSPIRATION

Easter Sunday Morning Prayer
(an Easter prayer to the Holy Trinity) 
 
O Lord, 
Risen, alive and full of grace.
You paid such a price that we may live in freedom today.
We worship your holy name and give thanks for your redeeming
grace.
 
Heavenly Father,
May we drink in your tender love so that we can pour this love
out to others. 
Come reign in our hearts, minds and spirits.
 
Holy Spirit,
We welcome you to blow through our every word, action and
thought.
Come transform us on the inside so that each day we become
more like our risen Lord.
 
Amen.
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhGYD1svTM4

Three Mo' Tenors Were You There?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VZEnDWcpzg
 

Bishop Barron on the Power of the Cross



Natural Science Expo: Last week, the Grade 9s took
part in our internal Natural Sciences Expo where they
presented the results of investigations they had carried
out throughout term. The students chose their own
topics to investigate, meaning the projects were varied
and interesting. We would like to congratulate all of
them and look forward to seeing how some of them do
in the regional expo.

THE WEEK THAT WAS

Soccer: Exciting first game for our brand new senior soccer team, with our girls going down 4-5 to
Norman Henshilwood after fighting back from 0-3 down. Their fighting spirit was wonderful to watch.
Happy times ahead.



To whom it may concern,
On Saturday I took part in the Two Oceans Ultra Marathon, I
wanted to write and let you know that I thought that the water table
manned by the Springfield girls was the best one by a long way!
There were lots of enthusiastic, cheering girls and staff. The table
was very well managed. I know that it is an incredibly long and
exhausting day, but these girls were excellent! I was only there for
a moment, but I can imagine that they were as enthusiastic all day
long.
They did your school, proud! Congratulations girls! I hope that you
will be back next year!
Alison Smith
Pinelands Athletic Club

Congratulations to all our Staff and girls who took part in the Old Mutual Two Oceans Marathon this past
weekend. Mrs. Botha and Mrs. Ballentine took on the gruelling 56km, while Ms. Butler, Ms. Reagon, Ms
de la Mare and Mrs. Daniels completed the 21km.



Join us Wednesday,
24 April, at 18:30 in
the Study Hall, where
Cora-Mari van Der
Merwe will provide
information about the
tour, share ideas
about how to raise the
expedition fee in the
build-up to departure
and discuss the depth
of safety and support
that World Challenge
provides on their
tours. 

World Challenge 2020: Working in partnership with World Challenge, Springfield is excited to bring you
something out of the ordinary: an expedition travelling to Morocco in 2020.  This once in a lifetime
opportunity will set students apart, empowering them to stand strong in front of employers and universities.

Maths Competition: The UCT Maths Competition takes place this Thursday evening (25 April).
This is the premier Maths competition in the country and we are very pleased to be sending so many
girls.
Girls are please to be dropped off at UCT around 6 pm for registration and the competition finishes at
9 pm. The girls that will be attending have been given a letter and a map with all the information
needed. The campus is incredibly busy and so please just make sure you make an arrangement of
where to meet your daughter.
Good luck to all and have fun!

THE WEEK AHEAD

Please RSVP here -  https://weareworldchallenge.com/international/springfieldconvent2020/ - and we'll
see you there!



 

Fiona Fewell, a parent and
psychologist, will facilitate a talk
/ discussion to provide parents
with information and an
understanding of anxiety in
teens.  Fiona facilitated a small
group discussion at the end of
last year.  Parents found this
extremely useful and I
undertook to have a follow up
on the topic of teens and
anxiety.  Well, this it!  

I would encourage parents to attend this discussion and expand their understanding of how anxiety
impacts our teens in an age that is fraught with 'angst' and stress.  Please reply via email or leave a
message on my extension (021 7076160 ext 237) if you are able to attend the talk. 
Morag Scordilis 
mscordilis@springfieldconvent.co.za

Springfield MADDD afternoon and evening this Friday 26 April
in the Art Centre
Junior school events from 12.50 pm onwards
Senior school from 6pm onwards

Wonderful activities showcasiing Music, Art, Drama, Dance,
Debating and Digital Displays
The girls have worked very hard to organise this wonderful event
and would love to have you enjoy the time together with them.

A civvies day will be held on Friday (dress as your favourite
artist/art work) and entrance costs R10.

Parent talk on anxiety and stress management in teens Thursday 25th April at 6pm in the Centenary
Hall.



 

BLOOD CLINIC: Tuesday 30 April in the senior school Study Hall.
This year we have saved 753 lives so far and would like to reach a
target of 1000 lives saved by the end of this year. Please come
along and support - each pint saves 3 lives!! Donors must be over
the age of 16 and in good health.

The Culture Club will be attending Kunene and the King next
Tuesday, 30 April. The play is set in South Africa in 2019 and deals
with two men, played by John Kani and Antony Sher, from contrasting
walks of life are thrust together to reflect on a quarter century of
change. This production takes place at The Fugard Theatre. For
members who have chosen to attend this event, ticket collection for this
show starts at 19:30, with the show beginning at 20:00. Please arrive in
time to collect your ticket. Please be collected promptly at 21:40 after
the show.


