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'I leave a little of myself at home every day…' 
 

 

The above comment was made to me by a Springfield girl last week. I usually spend lunch breaks chatting to girls                     
and one of them had the courage and confidence to share this comment with me. It set me thinking and I resolved                      
to touch on this issue with the girls in this week’s assembly. 
 

I told them that it saddened me that one of our school community felt the need to change personality in order to fit                       
into the culture of the school. I fully understood that everyone wants to belong to the ‘In Group’ and it must be                      
immensely disturbing, even though all the girls are in the same uniform, to feel inadequate because of hair, colour                   
of skin, accent, area of abode, mode of transport to school, different taste in music - or even if they have an                      
opinion which was in variance to the norm. Of course, the same inadequacy can be felt by those who have some                     
physical impediment, a different sexual orientation or a perceived different intellectual ability. 
 

I quoted an observation made by Professor Kwame Appiah: ‘Human beings are deeply and profoundly social. We                 
are profoundly dependent on our interactions with one another just to become a person at all.’ If any of our girls felt                      
themselves to be in the ‘Out Group' because of the issues above, I then posed the question of when they arrive                     
one day at the Pearly Gates, I doubted that St Peter would ask them what car they drove. What area of Cape Town                       
they lived in. Whether they had an iPhone X. What food was in their lunch box. What transport they took to school. 
 

My view is that St Peter is far more likely to ask us whether we have been the best possible person we can be. I                         
suggested to the girls that St Peter would probably ask them if they had been a Good Daughter. A Good Sister. A                      
Good Friend. A Good Classmate - especially to those who look different to them. I reminded them that the school                    
motto, Veritas, imposed this on them - being true to their humanity. 
 

Anyway, there is a more practical reason for reaching out to those who look different to us. We live in South Africa                      
which obligates us as adults to ensure that our children learn that they one day in the workplace they will have to                      
work / communicate / understand / appreciate those who look different to us. 
 

I finished up by adapting a poem by James Berry: 
 

What do we do with someone different? 
Do we stand and discuss her oddity? 
Or do we just ignore her 
And shut our eyes to her? 
Do we move mockingly around her… 
And encourage the mocking of others - especially on cell phones? 
Or do we will her to go away? 
Do we work for her just to disappear? 
 
What do we do with someone different? 
Do we ignore her.. 
Or do we acknowledge her difference, speak to her, find out more about her journey 
And thus ensure that barriers fall down? 
 
 

Keith Richardson 
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Pope Francis is calling on the faithful not to let the Lenten season of grace pass in vain, and to live as children of 
God acknowledging and obeying His law, in particular in regards to our brothers and sisters and to creation. 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-02/pope-lenten-message-conversion.html 

SCHOOL TOURS 
 

Waterpolo Tour: The 1st team waterpolo girls participated in the Old Petrians 
tournament in Johannesburg. Played 6, lost 5 and drew 1. 
 

 
 
 
 

Tennis Tour 

The top 7 tennis players attended the 2019 Independent Schools’ Tennis 
Tournament in Grahamstown, placing 6th. Played 6, lost 4 and won 2. 
 

WESTERN PROVINCE TOURS 

Tennis 
Almaaz Saloojee (second from left),in Grade 10 represented Western         
Province this weekend 22-24 Feb at a Quadrangular tennis tournament          
against Boland , the Northern Cape and Eden. The tournament took           
place at George and Kimberley . Western Province placed second. 

Downhill Mountain Biking: 

Charlotte Wolfson recently competed in the First Western Province Downhill MTB 

race of the season, in Paarl. Charlotte was 1st in category, placing  3rd out of all 

women. What a great start to the Season, Charlotte! 
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NATIONAL TOUR 

Waterpolo 
 
 
 
 
(far right) Lennie Barnard (Gr 9) traveled to Namibia with her team            
mates to represent South Africa for Waterpolo, bringing home gold          
medals. Well done! 

 

 
 

Sport Results 
Indoor Hockey 
1st Team VS Pinelands 1 – 0 

2nd Team VS Reddam 1 – 1 

3rd Team VS Pinelands 3 – 0  

4th Team VS Pinelands 3 – 0 

5th Team VS Pinelands 1 – 0 

6th Team VS Pinelands 1 – 1 

 

Swimming 
The swimming team participated in the Curro Durbanville Individual Gala, placing 5th in the girl’s category. 

Waterpolo 
U14 VS Herschel 2 – 5 

U16 VS Herschel 2 – 6 

 

SCHOOL EVENTS 

Scouts Founder’s Day 
On 22 February, Robyn-Anne Hyslop, Emma      
Belcher,Imogen Kingston and Amy Kalis celebrated      
the birthday of Robert Baden-Powell, 1st Baron       
Baden-Powell (born in 1857), the founder of Scouting,        
and coincidentally also of his wife Olave       
Baden-Powell (born in 1889). 
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Marlene Silbert Youth Interfaith and Intercultural 
Programme 
In keeping with our Ethos to continue to enhance the spiritual           
experience at Springfield the Grade 10 Marlene Silbert Youth Interfaith          
and Intercultural Programme commenced today at Holocaust Museum        
in Cape Town. Participants from nine schools met for the first time and             
will participate together for a year. Pictured with Ms Gillian Stubbs are,            
Zoe Davids, Yolanda Ludaka, Olwethu Zifo Emma Sonn, Erin Maritz,           
(Morag Cannoo absent from picture). Through the programme the         
students will undertake to make the charter a living reality at our            
school. 

 

The Charter for A Compassionate School 

We the learners and teachers of our school declare our shared commitment to the following principles, and pledge                  
to hold ourselves and one another responsible for achieving them. We recognize that every person shares a                 
common humanity capable both of happiness and suffering. We pledge in our words and actions to treat everyone                  
in this school community as we would wish to be treated, to help those around us who are in need, and to make                       
amends when we cause another pain. We recognise that we are a school with learners who have different abilities,                   
body sizes, races, religions, classes, gender identities and sexual orientations. We pledge to step into the shoes of                  
others and try to understand their point of view, especially when we disagree or find ourselves in conflict. We                   
recognise that intolerance and hatred cause suffering and that when we do nothing, or laugh or post comments                  
online we allow the suffering and the evil deeds to continue. We pledge to resist all forms of prejudice, racism,                    
discrimination, and bullying, respect those who may be different from ourselves, and make this school a place                 
where everyone belongs. We commit to practice the values in this Charter within our school community, in our daily                   
interactions, in our community and in the world. 

Debate Team 
The Junior debaters (Morgan Leak, Kate Thomas and Rachel Muller)          
won their debate against Westerford and Morgan Leak was named best           
speaker. The Senior debaters (Rose Mitchell, Alexandra Bouch and         
Katherine Ward) also won their debate against Westerford and Rose          
Mitchell was named best speaker. Juniors: This House believes that          
parents should push their children to achieve even if it comes at the             
expense of their children's happiness.Seniors: This House believes that         
companies should prioritise profit above all else.  
 

Both teams were debating the opposition side. 

Celebrating a moment in time. 
We proudly look back to 22 January 2016, when Claire Rankin and            
Clara-Marie Macheke (pictured right) were part of the team who won the            
International Moot Court Competition in The Hague, Netherlands!  
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International Mother Language Day 
Congratulations to Kauthar Mackriel who was honored for placing 4th in the            
Western Cape (Matric 2018)in Xhosa Second Additional Language and for          
taking an African language to Matric and thus embracing multilingualism.          
Kauthar is pictured standing next to the Deputy minister of Arts and Culture             
(in yellow), Hon Ms Makhotso Sotyo MP#nationalmothertongueday.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Medals for Red Cross Children’s Hospital 
Red Cross Children's hospital rewards patients with medals when they come out            
of surgery. An appeal is made to families, for any medals you have, lying around               
the house that are not special to you and you would like to donate.Please hand in                
at reception by Friday. 
 
 
 

 

 

National Milk Tart Day. 
Mr Richardson, along with Deputy Head of SRC, Angel Kabila          
and Deputy Head Girl, Alexa Msakiwe, enjoying National Milk         
Tart Day today, 27th February.  
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Talk by Lawyer and Social Media expert 

Venue:  Bergvliet High School 
Date:  Wednesday, 3rd April   2019 
Time:  18h00 

➔ Cyberbullying 
➔ Sexting and pornography 
➔ Online safety and practising good digital citizenship 
➔ Legal consequences of using social media including defamation, privacy, hate 

speech and intellectual property 
➔ Online reputation management 
➔ Privacy in the digital age 

➔ Screen time and its effects on the developing brain 
➔ Addiction and psychological impact of using social media 

 
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/67469-selfies-sexts-and-smartphones-parenting-the-screenager/#/ 
 

English Olympiad 

52 of our girls in Grades 10-12 will be writing the English Olympiad exam on Tuesday, 5th March, in the Music Hall 
from 12.00-3.00pm. They have discussed the short stories in the anthology "A Twist in the Tale", in a series of 
weekly workshops. The Olympiad is an excellent way of developing insight, logic and the ability to argue - we wish 
our girls lots of luck, and commend them for their hard work. 

 

Parents’ Book Club 
 

 Everyone is welcome to join the Parents’ Book Club! 
 
Time: 5.30pm for 6pm, on Wednesday 6th March 
Place: The Senior School Library 
Cost: R150 per term 
Refreshments will be served. 
 
This is a new initiative and we hope that holding it in the evening 
will allow working mums, dads and past pupils to be members. 
We have a wonderful collection of old and new books to share. 
Come join us and be inspired to read more. 
 
RSVP to bwyllie@springfieldconvent.co.za or call 021-7976169 
ext 236 
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Reminder to book your tickets for the senior school production of Antigone on 4 and 5 March. R70 per ticket. 
Tickets on sale at break time in senior school or at the door.  
 
Jean Anouilh’s contemporary adaptation of Sophocles’ classic play examines the conflict between the             
state and the individual. When Creon, the King of Thebes, orders the body of Antigone’s brother to go                  
unburied for his crimes against the city, this loathsome dishonour forces Antigone to make the agonizing                
choice between country and kinship. Will she follow her heart and do what she believes is right? Or will                   
she bow to the laws that Creon has established to restore Thebes from the civil war it has just survived?                    
Tickets will go on sale at first break in the Avenue from 27 February to 5 March and will also be                     
available at the door on the 4th and 5th of March from 19h00. Should you wish to avoid your daughter                    
bringing large amounts of cash to school, you are welcome to pay electronically by completing the                
Booking slip below and returning it to the front office in an envelope with the proof of payment. Tickets                   
can then be collected from the office. Please note that seating is unreserved. The doors will open at                  
19h15 and seats can be selected on a first come first served basis.  
 

 

Ticket Booking slip for EFT payments only 

 Name and Surname of pupil Class: 

Monday 4 March No of tickets @R70 each: Total  R 

Tuesday 5 March  No of tickets @R70 each: Total  R 

Please return this completed slip including the proof of payment in an 
envelope to the front office by Friday 1 March 2019. 

Total  R 

Bank Details:   SPRINGFIELD CONVENT SCHOOL 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK – CURRENT ACC 

ACC 50160036635 
BRANCH 201109 

Please use “play-yoursurname” as the reference. 
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Rose Ball 

 

Stunning school items  

We are in the final stage of preparing for the ball and have only 1 table left! Don’t miss out on the opportunity to                        
have a fun evening with friends in a glamourous setting. 

The art department has been hard at work creating some lovely items for the auction – this includes a fabulous                     
outdoor teepee tent, a crochet set, and an artwork contributed to by a large number of junior school girls. These                    
pieces have been a collaboration of efforts and many, many students have had their chance to make their mark on                    
them.  

Dale Macritchie has kindly donated platters that have been used for some of the preschool classes to decorate and                   
Benoit Ruscoe has photographed other classes to create collages of our littlies. These pieces will be up for auction                   
in the junior school the week prior to the ball and are open for everyone to bid on. We will have a few other items                         
here for auction too! 

And let’s not forget the car parking! Imagine a term of hassle-free parking and a bay with YOUR name on it! 

Should you wish to book a table, please contact 

Neulah@yahoo.com / 084 514 5225 
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Term 1 Week 6 Sports Fixtures 
Sport Date Team Opposition Venue Start Time 

Tennis  1 Mar 1st Team 
2nd Team 

St Cyprians 
Herschel 

Springfield 
Springfield 

14h30 
14h30 

2 Mar Top 6 Interschools Tennis Rustenburg 08h00 

Indoor 
Hockey 

27 Feb 1st Team 
2nd Team 
3rd Team 
4th Team 
5th Team 
6th Team 

Rustenburg 
Rustenburg 
Fish Hoek 

BYE 
Fish Hoek 
Fish Hoek 

 Herschel 
Herschel 

Fish Hoek 
BYE 

Fish Hoek 
Fish Hoek 

18h30 
19h00 
18h00 
BYE 

17h00 
17h30 

6 Mar 1st Team 
2nd Team 
3rd Team 
4th Team 
5th Team 
6th Team 

St Cyprians 
St Cyprians 
Edgemead 
St Cyprians 
St Cyprians 
Westerford 

Herschel 
Herschel 
Herschel 
Herschel Prep 
Herschel Prep 
Herschel Prep 

19h30 
20h00 
21h00 
16h30 
17h00 
17h30 

Outdoor 
Hockey 

  

28 Feb 1st Team 
  

Edgemead High Edgemead 
High 

17h00 

1 Mar 1st Team Reddam House Springfield 19h00 

Swimming 25 Feb Team Interschools Gala  Springfield 15h30 

28 Feb Team Combined Gala Wynberg 
Boys 

15h30 

Waterpolo 1 & 2 Mar U14A 
U19A 

  
Knock Outs 
Knock Outs 

  

Reddam 
House 

Reddam 
House 

Fixtures on 
D6 

6 Mar U19A Knockout Semi & Final Reddam 
House 

Fixtures on 
D6 
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Upcoming events 

Inter-Catholics Athletics 7 March 2019 
If your daughter would like to represent Springfield at the Inter-Catholics Athletics on Thursday 7 March 2019, 

please sign up on the google form below. Please sign up by Thursday 28 February 2019 

https://goo.gl/forms/P9Kzrrfo1xfHt1dH3 

  

U14 Hockey Tournament 16-19 March 2019 
We have been invited to participate in the 2019 U14 Somerset College Hockey Tournament, if your daughter is 

planning on attending U14 Hockey trials, please read the tour information letter on the D6 Communicator. 

D6 Communicator > Resources > Senior School Sport > “U14 Hockey Tour Information Letter” 

Confirmation of selection will be communicated on Wednesday 6 March 2019 

  

U16 Hockey Tournament 17-20 March 2019 
We have been invited to participate in the 2019 U16 Bloemhof Hockey Tournament, if your daughter is planning on 

attending U16 Hockey trials, please read the tour information letter on the D6 Communicator. 

D6 Communicator > Resources > Senior School Sport > “U16 Hockey Tour Information Letter” 

Confirmation of selection will be communicated on Wednesday 6 March 2019 

Life Orientation/Religious Education programme 
As part of Springfield’s Life Orientation/Religious Education programme, each pupil is required to serve the needs 
of the wider community regularly. Pupils are thus encouraged to do outreach purely for the joy of enriching their 
own life experience and those of others. Click here for important information. 
 

 

Elevate Education Parent Website 
Elevate Education has provided access to their main resource for parents, a website that includes a Parent Q                  
and A page as well as a free eBook with tips on supporting pupils across the year. The link is                    
https://za.elevateeducation.com/parent-info.  
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D6 Communicator Upgrade 
By now you should have received an email from d6 Communications asking you to install  
the new d6 Connect App. 
 
You can search for d6 Connect on the App or Play Store. 
 
SPRINGFIELD COMMUNICATION APP: 
 
If you still need to sign up follow the steps below: 
 
 

PARENTS AND STAFF:  
Step 1: Install "d6 Connect" App from App or Play          
Store. 
Step 2: Follow link in email to obtain Token         
number. 
Step 3: Copy token number 
Step 4: In the app choose: "Register with token"         
option. 
Step 5: Insert Token number and click on        
Register. 
Step 6: Press Menu in top left corner and select          
Springfield Convent School. 

STUDENTS: 
Step 1: Install d6 Connect App 
Step 2: Register manually on the app using your         
school email address. 
Step 3: Follow link in email to obtain Token         
number. 
Step 4: Copy token number 
Step 5: In the app choose: "Register with token"         
option. 
Step 6: Insert Token number and click on        
Register. 
Step 7: Press Menu in top left corner and select          
Springfield Convent School. 

 
 

PTA Member list for 2019 
Sr Rosemary Representative Dominican Sisters 
Keith Richardson Headmaster 
Alison Dunn Junior School Principal 
Stephen Meehan Junior School Deputy 
Geoff Quinn Senior School Deputy 
Bronwyn Jansen Senior School Deputy 
Gillian Stubbs Head of RE and Foundation Phase 
Diane Viljoen Pre-school Principal 
Lindy Hardiman Head of Junior Sport 
Lynne Reagon Head of Senior Sport 
Garth Andrews Estate Manager 
Andrew Bentley Head of Music 
Penny Boock Marketing/Communications 
Robyn Morgan Functions 
Graeme Wilson PTA Chairman 
Marshall Nyoni PTA Vice-Chairman  
Estelle Bennett Administrative Secretary 
Chantel vd Heever Treasurer 
Ross Holing Building Committee Representative 
Richard Walsch Tuck Shop 
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Shirley Woodward Clothing Shop 
Orlanda Butler Head of Classs Reps 
Rhys Carr Fundraising 
Belinda Pretorius Past Pupil Union Chairman 
Deirdre Olivier General PTA member 
Norelle Engela General PTA member 
Pascale Cilliers General PTA member 
Stephen Cilliers General PTA member 
 
 
 

ICT Committee - Term 1 Report Back 
*WHOLE SCHOOL* 

● Introduction of D6+ and improved version of the communicator. This app will allow for a lot more 
personalised communication as well as push notifications. 

Sign-up process underway 
 
* JUNIOR SCHOOL* 

● The tablet program is growing and these devices are used extensively in classes 
● The training for staff is in process 
● There is a new IT post - Term 2, 2019 - interviews are currently underway 

 
*SENIOR SCHOOL* 

● Maths department - all staff have received Lenovo Yoga pads and this is greatly enhancing their teaching 
● Staff are embarking on a peer-training process 
● An academic team drive has been set up for subject collaboration 

 Any further queries can be directed to Bronwyn Jansen 
 
 
 

Lost Property 
We have many unclaimed items that need to be collected by Wednesday  13th March 2019. Many of these items, 
had been left behind in the lockers at the end of last year. Unclaimed items will be donated to a charity.  
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