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1. MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER: 

 

It was a challenging PTA meeting last week where two issues in particular took centre stage. The first was 

when questions were asked about the future of the current board most of whom had served for a number of 

years longer than allowed by the Constitution of the Board. 

For the record, this is the state of play:  Current Board members who have served beyond their terms will be 

phased out within a time frame over the next twelve months ensuring that there will be no loss of institutional 

memory over this period. If necessary, the Cabra Dominican Sisters may co-opt some back in a non-voting 

capacity to assist incoming Board members. The Sisters are currently actively seeking new members who 

will chair the various portfolios and sit on the Board. Foreshadowing a new Springfield Constitution, two Staff 

members were recently elected by the teaching staff - Pippa Visser from the Senior School and Gillian Stubbs 

from the Junior School and they will serve on the Board for 2019. Ground staff and secretarial staff also took 

part in this voting. 

A number of parents were nominated by the parental body for the Board and these are being considered by 

the Sisters at present. 

Judith February will continue as Chair of the Board. 

The other question was regarding transformation and diversity at Springfield which has a long history of being 

leaders in this field. Springfield was the first school to open its doors to girls of all races way back in 1976 - a 

more than courageous act at the time. The policy today is the same - no girl will ever be refused admission 

to Springfield on the grounds of race. There could be other reasons, but race will never be one of them. The 

Management of the School will work actively to ensure that, as far as possible, future admissions give a better 

reflection of our society. 

In my opinion, we owe it to our children to bring them up in an atmosphere of awareness and acceptance of 

other cultures. In time, we need to send them to University or the world of work with the experience of playing, 

arguing, debating, interacting and understanding the journeys which their fellow South Africans have had to 

undergo. Now more than ever our girls have to learn to understand our deeply racialised and divided country. 

They must learn to understand, truly, how a spark at Clifton or in Schweizer-Reneke can unleash deep 

emotions. 

In his recent chat to the Board, Professor Jonathan Jansen told us that the heart of a good education is 

'teaching young people not simply to tolerate but to embrace those who do not look like us, pray like us, love 

like us, earn like us or speak our language'. It really does not matter whether a girl gains eight distinctions at 

the end of Grade 12 if her only interracial friendship is an isolated one at school. Such a girl might be well 

schooled but she has not been educated - and is certainly not ready to play a role in South African society 

today. We as teachers at Springfield would then have failed our girls if we have not prepared them for the 

realities of South African life. 

However, there is a more critical reason to encourage diversity at Springfield. It is more than about numbers. 

It is about living and learning with fellow South Africans of different colours, religions and cultures. Then it 

becomes a better education in that it 'enriches understanding, broadens perspectives and deepens 

understanding of the world in which they will shortly enter’ (Jansen). 

Isn’t that what we want for all our children? 

 

Keith Richardson 

 



2. WEEKLY INSPIRATION: 

Our Gaze Upon the City by Ronald Rolheiser  
http://ronrolheiser.com/our-gaze-upon-the-city/#.XFcbg1wzbIV 
 

 

3. THE WEEK THAT WAS: 

Social Media available to view on Facebook www.facebook.com/springfieldconvent  

 
o On 25 January, Habitat for Humanity, together with the BRIC Committee, hosted another 

successful 25-hour cyclathon at the V&amp;A Waterfront Amphitheatre. Habitat for Humanity 

is a non-profit organization that aims to eliminate poverty. One of the company’s initiatives is 

to accomplish this by replacing informal housing with properly built houses within 

underprivileged areas in South Africa. The goal of the cyclathon was to raise funds for this. 

A big thank you to all Springfield girls and staff who came to show their support over the two 

days by helping out with the selling of raffle tickets or taking a turn on one of the bicycles. 

 
 

o Fr Peter John Pearson celebrated the Eucharist in St John's Church on Monday 28th 

January, honouring the feast day of St Thomas Aquinas, patron saint of Catholic Universities, 

colleges and schools.  The Mass was the first whole school mass commencing the 2019 

academic year.  The proclaimers of the Word were Grade 12 pupils and the liturgy was further 

enhanced by the beautiful singing from the Senior School Choir. The homily challenged all of 

us to be beacons of light, radiating our faith, peace and resilience.  The Service started by 

welcoming back a number of last year’s Matrics who were awarded certificates for 

exceptional results in the 2018 exams. 

o On Thursday, 31 January, the new teachers met for the Catholic School Orientation Session 

in Lansdown. There were a large number of teachers representing the different Catholic 

Schools – even as far as Stellenbosch. There were various speakers but Sister Bernadetta 

had a particular practical session as she spoke about the three languages that are important 

in any Catholic School:  the languages of the mind, heart and the hands.  The language of 

the mind refers to knowledge, the language of the heart to caring and kindness and the 

language of the hands refers to the importance of touch. The role of the teacher was also 

further explored, and it provided once again a different perspective as she mentioned that 

teachers are there to serve their learners. The meaning of the Catholic ethos in our schools 

were also discussed. The different teams were encouraged to create an acrostic poem based 

http://ronrolheiser.com/our-gaze-upon-the-city/#.XFcbg1wzbIV
http://www.facebook.com/springfieldconvent


on the letters of the word “ethos”, which are representative of our specific environment. It was 

a very unifying experience and we were left with the thought that all Catholic schools in the 

Western Cape form a unit – we are not functioning as separate entities. We were also 

encouraged to become involved in any leadership role in the church so that we can plough 

this knowledge and experience back into our schools. 

o On Thursday evening we hosted prospective parents and pupils in the Centenary Hall for the 

grade 8 2020 information evening. Mr Richardson gave the audience some important 

questions to ask when choosing a school and a number of pupils spoke, giving their accounts 

of how they have experienced school life at Springfield. The evening rounded off with a 

question and answer session. A big thanks to the following girls who were brave enough to 

get up in front of the audience and who spoke so well. Rebecca Welman, Cara Ronan, Lennie 

Barnard, Sara Khan, Juliette Snaith, Jemma van den Berg, Theresa Needham, Rose Mitchell 

and Angel Kabila. Thank you to the PR portfolio girls who helped on the night. 

 

o RE teachers, Mrs Lombard, Mrs Edwards and Miss Stubbs facilitated the Grade 12 Retreat 

in the new Music Annexe.  A day spent within a relaxed and introspective atmosphere. The 

retreat focused on their Life Journey to the present time, envisioning a journey beyond and 

ending with a time to reflect on one's image of God and how that image might have changed 

or developed through life's events. The day continued with fun skits, songs, etc. 

demonstrating proverbs linked to life's circumstances and ended with a prayer of Gratitude. 

Some words capturing the day:  meaningful, special, fun, chilled, worthwhile. 

 

o The Grade 9s enthusiastically took part in a fun Wellness session last week that involved 

games like blind Pictionary, charades and autograph bingo. It was wonderful to see the girls 

trying to draw a trumpet while blindfolded or to act out Shrek. Most of all it was lovely to see 

the girls having some fun and laughing! 

 

o Banango Trader’s day was a great success with many new skills and concepts acquired 

and put into practice. 

 



o The Grade 10s complete their first Lead4Life experience last week on Wednesday. The day-

long experience was expertly facilitated by a team of enthusiastic young men and women 

from Lead4Life, who dealt with the topics of authenticity and personal branding, two themes 

which form a key part of our Life Orientation curriculum for this term. We hope you have 

chatted with your daughters about their experiences on the day - and managed to find out 

who the "moles" in each of their eight tribes were!    

4. UPCOMING EVENTS: 

CALENDAR:   
Please click on the link to see the latest  http://bit.ly/Term3Calendar.  This google.docs calendar is in “real-
time” and is subject to change, so please check back regularly. 

 

o The gr 12's will be going on a joint Afrikaans/Xhosa outing to District Six Museum and the 

Bo-Kaap on 12 February. We will leave school at 8h30 and return at 15h00. Girls must please 

wear track suits or PE clothes and bring a packed lunch or money for lunch. Parent's accounts 

will be billed for this event. 

 

o The grade 9’s leave on their camp near Wellington for the remainder of the week. We thank 

the staff members going, who have given up their time to ensure that the girls have a 

remarkable experience. 

 

o The grade 11 fashion show is happening next week Thursday and Friday (14th and 15th) and 

that all funds raised go towards the matric dance. 

 
 

http://bit.ly/Term3Calendar


 

o The Grade 9s will complete their Option 2 rotations in the final week of this term. On Monday 

11 and Tuesday 12 March, the pupils will all attend their pre-selected choice of Visual Arts, 

Music or Drama and complete the assessments required by the Department of Education for 

the end of the year. The assessment for Term 1 is based largely on practical work, so these 

two days should offer an enriching and creative experience for our girls. 

 

o In March Pippa Visser and Cindy Britz from the History department will be accompanying 17 

girls to Europe on an Art/History Tour. They be travelling to Italy, France and Holland and 

have a comprehensive itinerary planned - visiting major sites and museums including 

Pompeii, the Vatican, Versailles and the Louvre. The teachers are in final preparations for 

the tour and are close to applying for visas, departing on the 14th March and returning on the 

27th. We are all getting very excited!  

 

o  Reddam House College, Constantia, is once again hosting their popular annual careers expo 

on 12 March and they have kindly invited our pupils, along with their families, to attend this 

exciting evening. Students from all grades are welcome, but the Expo is of particular value to 

Grade 9 students who will be making their FET subject choices this year as well as Grade 11 

and 12 students. The Expo starts at 17:00 and runs until 19:00. Due to the interactive nature 

of the evening, students are welcome to pop in at any time and stay for as long as they wish. 

 
 

o Photography Club meetings will take place on Tuesdays from 15:30 - 16:30, in the IT Lab (Small). 

No experience needed. (Girls to contact Ms Cooper). 

 
o This year, the Springfield Convent Senior School play is Antigone and will take place on Monday 4th 

and Tuesday 5th of March at 19h30 in the Centenary hall. Tickets cost R70 each. Jean Anouilh’s 
contemporary adaptation of Sophocles’ classic play examines the conflict between the state 
and the individual. When Creon, the King of Thebes, orders the body of Antigone’s brother to 
go unburied for his crimes against the city, this loathsome dishonour forces Antigone to make 
the agonizing choice between country and kinship. Will she follow her heart and do what she 
believes is right? Or will she bow to the laws that Creon has established to restore Thebes 
from the civil war it has just survived?  Tickets will go on sale at first break in the Avenue from 27 
February to 5 March and will also be available at the door on the 4 th and 5th of March from 19h00. 
Should you wish to avoid your daughter bringing large amounts of cash to school, you are welcome 
to pay electronically by completing the Booking slip below and returning it to the front office in an 



envelope with the proof of payment. Tickets can then be collected from the office. Please note that 
seating is unreserved. The doors will open at 19h15 and seats can be selected on a first come first 
served basis.  

 
 
 
 

Ticket Booking slip for EFT payments only 

Name & surname of pupil: 

 

Class: 

Monday 4 March No of tickets @R70 each: Total R 

Tuesday 5 March 

 

No of tickets @R70 each: Total R 

Please return this completed slip including the proof of 

payment in an envelope to the front office by Friday 1March. 

Total R 

Bank Details:   SPRINGFIELD CONVENT SCHOOL 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK –     CURRENT ACC 

ACC 50160036635 

BRANCH 201109 

Please use “play-yoursurname” as the reference. 

 

 



o  

  



5. SPORTS: 

Please check the D6 Communicator for Sporting Information 

Previous week Sports Results: 

Indoor Hockey  

• 1st Team VS Westerford 2 - 1 

• 2nd Team VS Westerford 1 - 0 

• 3rd Team VS Westerford 3 - 0 

• 4th Team VS Westerford 2 - 3 

• 5th Team VS Westerford 0 - 3 

• 6th Team VS Westerford  2 - 3 

 

The swimming team participated in the Fish Hoek Relay Gala, placing 3rd in the girl’s category. 

Term 1 Week 3 Sports Fixtures 

Sport Date Team  Opposition Venue  Start Time 

Tennis 

 

5 Feb 

 

3rd Team  

4th Team  

5th Team 

6th Team  

Wynberg Girls  

Groote Schuur 

Groote Schuur 

TBC 

Wynberg girls  

Springfield 

Springfield 

TBC 

15h40 

15h40 

15h40 

TBC 

8 Feb 
1st Team  

2nd Team  

Herschel  

Rustenburg  

Springfield 

Springfield  

14h40 

14h40 

Indoor 

Hockey  
6 Feb 

1st Team  

2nd Team  

3rd Team 

4th Team  

5th Team  

6th Team  

Herschel 1 

Herschel 2 

Herschel 4 

Herschel 5 

Herschel 6 

Herschel 7 

Herschel  

Herschel  

Herschel  

Herschel  

Herschel  

Herschel  

18h00 

17h30 

17h00 

16h30 

16h00 

15h30 

Swimming 7 Feb  Team Rondebosch Boys  Individual Gala  15h30 

Waterpolo  8 Feb  

U14A 

U14B 

U16A 

U19A 

Wynberg Girls  

Wynberg Girls  

Wynberg Girls 

Wynberg Girls  

Wynberg Girls  

Wynberg Girls 

Wynberg Girls  

Wynberg Girls 

15h00 

15h30 

16h00 

16h30 



o This past weekend Zandra Axten, Megan May, Cait McCann, Tahlia Rossouw, Jenni van 

Niekerk, Dana Prodehl, Jossie Kane-Smith and Emma Dore represented Peninsula Girls 

Rowing Club when they took part in the Western Cape Champs Regatta held at Eikenhof 

Dam winning the U14, U15 & U19 age groups. WELL DONE, girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Tegan Childs has been selected as a member of the South African Youth Artistic Swimming 

Squad who are preparing for the FINA youth championships in Slovakia later this year. 

 

o Jade Bailey & Hannah Riley have been selected to participate in the A section Athletics Meet 

on Wednesday 13 February at Green point Stadium. GOOD LUCK, Girls. 

 

6. GENERAL NOTICES: 

Please check the D6 Communicator for General Notices 

 

D6 Communicator Upgrade 

o Please note that we will be upgrading from the current D6 Communicator to the D6 
Connect App within the next few weeks.  The D6 Connect is an integrated two way 
communication system that will enhance our communications at Springfield.  D6 will send out 
a series of emails and SMS messages to assist you with the upgrade to the new App. We 
will be running both the systems for a few weeks until all parents have had an opportunity to 
upgrade.Please wait for the communication from D6 with upgrade instructions. 
 

o Elevate Education, who complete study skills courses with our Grade 10s and 11s, have 

launched a specialised individualised study skills training programme based on their 17 years 

of research into the habits of top performing students. The personalised programmer covers 

topics that underlie all subjects, including exam preparation, study skills, note-taking, time 

management and motivation. The programme starts with a free study skills interview with 

your child to determine how the program can benefit them the most. Elevate Education then 

develops a tailored program where a coach will work with your child over a 4, 8 or 12 week 

period. Please call 087 238 2134 or email danielcoetsee@elevateeducation.com to book 

your free study skills interview and for further information. 



 
 

 
o Girls have expressed interest in finding out more about NET Ministries as a gap year option. 

For this reason, the NET team will be running a retreat day for Grade 10s-12s at Springfield 
on Saturday 9 March. The day will be relaxing and spiritually refilling with the focus on 'life 
purpose'. If your daughter would like to find out more about what signing up for NET would 
look like or if she would simply like to enjoy a retreat experience amid a busy term, she is 
more than welcome to come.  More details about the retreat will be in the next newsletter 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



7. TERM DATES: 

Please check the D6 Communicator for Term Dates 

2019 Term Dates 

It has been pointed out to me that in some communication that the 29th and 30th of April 2019 

have been indicated as ’school holidays’. This is only the case for some three- term-schools and is 

NOT the case for Springfield. 

I hope that this clears up any confusion. Normal school will continue over these two days. 

Keith Richardson 

 



 

Getaways, Getaways, Getaways! 
 
You spoke, we listened! Feedback after the last event indicated a desire for more, less expensive getaways 
and experiences so we have worked hard to find a variety of these for you. 
 
Amanzi Trails have kindly donated an Orange River Rafting Trip for a family of 4 - this is a Once In A Lifetime 
experience!  

Your Orange River rafting adventure begins at the beautiful 
Amanzi Trails base camp, an oasis in the Richtersveld desert 
overlooking the river and the rugged Geelkrans cliffs. The camp 
boasts hot showers, flush toilets, sheltered lapas and lovely green 
lawns. While rafting sun-drenched kilometers downstream, your 
vehicles are safe at this rustic thatch-and-reed complex. At the 
end point, a vehicle awaits to transport you back to the base 
camp. 
The highest bid wins a 4-day, 5-night rafting experience with 
Amanzi River trails on a non-private existing tour date. It includes 
3 meals per day, canoeing experience with licensed guides and 

transport from the take-out point back to base camp.  ** Valued at R18 000.00.  
https://amanzitrails.co.za 
 
Julia Parsonage & Bruce Ladegaard have kindly donated a weekend at Stanford on the River. 
 
This beautiful, contemporary home sleeps 12 people and is 
perfect for family gatherings and creating special memories. 
The 6 bedroomed self-catering accommodation with en-suite 
bathrooms, open plan living, and outdoor patio offers 
tranquility and calm for a time away. Situated on the Stanford 
River’s edge, take in the magnificent views of the Klein River 
Mountains. The private jetty is at the end of the lawn, offers 
opportunities for boating, kayaking and fishing. There are 
plenty of outdoor recreational opportunities for family walks 
on the “wandel pad", cycling and trail runs all within the 
natural terrain of fynbos and bird life.  **  
Valued at R11 000.00   
https://www.facebook.com/stanfordontheriver 
 
 



 
 
Knysna Hollows - donated by Stephen Neilsen 
 

Recently rebuilt after the devastating fires, Knysna Hollow 
Country Estate is a wonderful, family friendly getaway. 
Kynsna Hollows was reinvented as a modern, 4-star hotel 
offering spacious and contemporary accommodation with 
a brand-new Manor House and the same warm, personal 
service that they were always renowned for.    
 
 Your prize covers a two night stay in a Garden Suite at 
Knysna Hollow Country Estate for two people sharing on a 
bed & breakfast basis, subject to availability. ** 
Valued at R11000.00 
 

De Rust Cottages - donated by Jon Jon Keegan  
 
Two cottages on De Rust Farm, with over 2kms of water 
frontage on Theewaterskloof Dam (when full), are awaiting 
the lucky “foursome” to bid for a two night/ three day or 
weekend stay on a working pear farm, an hour and a half 
from Cape Town. 
Nestled at the foot of the Aasvoël Mountain, just 2.5kms 
from Villiersdorp, and on the Theewaterskloof Dam, De Rust 
Cottage is conveniently located near all that the valley has 
to offer. 
Comprising two double cottages (queen extra-length beds, 
luxuriously appointed), en-suite bathroom with kitchen/ dining, outside patio and braai area, and you have 
access to the whole farm, the private Pear Dam for sundowners and swimming/ paddling/ suntanning. Pet 
friendly too! ** 
Valued at R4000.00 
https://derustcottage.com/availability/ 
 
 
 
 

https://derustcottage.com/availability/


 
 

Piketberg Laborer’s Escape - donated by Penny Willamse 
 
Enjoy a 2-night stay in a simple laborers’ cottage on a 60hectare farm in the Piketberg. The cottage sleeps 4 
(1x double, 2x single beds) and is self-catering. Enjoy long walks, cycles, exploring the area or just relaxing 
with a good book. 
In winter there is a lovely Dover stove to keep you snug and warm. Enjoy your breakfast or sundowners on 
the deck overlooking the magnificent views. Just 2 hours from Cape Town, it’s a beautiful place to recharge 
your batteries.** 
 
 
** T's &C's apply and full details are available on request or in the auction booklet available on the night. 
 
Tickets are on sale now. Please contact Neulah on 084 514 5225 / neulah@yahoo.com. Tables of 10 will be 
sold for R6000.00. There are just 8 tables still available so don’t hesitate to book. 

 

 

mailto:neulah@yahoo.com

