SPRINGFIELD CONVENT SCHOOL
LANGUAGE POLICY
Introduction
South Africa is a multi-lingual society in which language is intrinsic to the expression of culture.
Language is fundamental to cultural identity, and promoting multilingualism at Springfield will
contribute to the cultural diversity of the School.
In today’s increasingly interconnected and interdependent world, proficiency in other languages is a
vital skill that gives you the opportunity to engage with the world in a more immediate and just way.
Language diversity will be promoted at Springfield to enhance social cohesion and to foster respect
for all.
Factors Considered
1. The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa
2. The South African Schools Act 84 of 1996
3. The South African National Curriculum Statement Grade R-12
4. The Official Language Policy of the Western Cape Government
5. Resources available at the School
6. The interests and needs of the School community
Language of Learning and Teaching (LOLT)
The medium of instruction at Springfield is English. However, the school enrols pupils and appoints
teachers of divergent language backgrounds.
Other Languages
The learning of other South African languages is regarded as essential, especially those used in the
Western Cape, namely isiXhosa and Afrikaans. Acquisition of skills in these two languages is important
to fully identify with and participate in South Africa’s linguistic and cultural diversity.
In our world of increasing multilingualism and global communication, it is also desirable to acquire a
basic knowledge of an internationally used language other than English. For this reason, and
particularly because of its widespread use in Africa, all Senior School pupils have an opportunity to
learn French.

Language exemption
Pupils with diagnosed barriers to learning may be considered for exemption from the study of some
additional languages. This will provide time in the school day to offer additional learning support.
Pupils who are granted ‘immigrant status’ by the WCED will be exempt from studying a South African
Language at first additional language (FAL) level. In the FET phase, these pupils will be required to
replace the FAL with another recognised subject for matriculation.
Practice - The Application of the Language Policy
At Springfield, the following languages are offered in certain combinations to different age groups of
pupils:
Language
Level at which it is taught
English
Home language level (HL)
Afrikaans
First additional language level (FAL)
isiXhosa
First additional language (FAL) and second additional language levels (SAL)
French
Second additional language level (SAL)
The current language teaching programme considers the notional time, suggested by the National
Curriculum Statement, for each phase and is as follows:
Grade
Nursery
Pre-Reception
Reception
Grade 1 and 2

Grade 3 to 7

Grade 8

Grade 9

Grade 10 to 12

Language offering
No formal learning of language. However, English is the medium of instruction
English (HL) and
Basic introduction to Afrikaans and isiXhosa
English (HL) and
Afrikaans (FAL) and
isiXhosa (FAL)
English (HL) and
Afrikaans (FAL) and
isiXhosa (SAL)
[isiXhosa (FAL) will be phased-in to Grade 3 in 2022 and Grade 4 in 2023 etc]
English (HL) and
English (HL) and
Afrikaans (FAL) and
Afrikaans (FAL) and
or
isiXhosa (FAL)
isiXhosa (SAL) and
French (SAL)
English (HL) and
English (HL) and
Afrikaans (FAL) and
or
Afrikaans (FAL) or isiXhosa (FAL) and
isiXhosa (FAL)
isiXhosa (SAL) or French (SAL)
Compulsory:
Optional:
English (HL)
isiXhosa (SAL)
Afrikaans (FAL) or isiXhosa (FAL)
French (SAL)
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